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SOFI   - Purpose

Created in 1997 on the initiative of the 
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO)

Promote investments in developing and transition economies

Enable the transfer of capital, technological expertise and 
managerial know-how through this process

Provide firms with a full range of services they require to meet the 
challenges of investing in foreign markets

20 employees in Zurich with partner organisations and delegates in target
countries
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SOFI   - Services
“From the birth of an investment idea…to the implementation of an project”

Promote „the idea of investing“
Seminars; Business missions; International investment promotion initiatives

Supply information
Political, economic and legal environment; Investment opportunities

Forge partnerships 

Identify, screen and select business partners; Conduct due diligence;
Support both sides in joint project negotiations

Provide consulting services
Investment & market entry strategies; Business plans; Search for funds

Support implementation
Financing through Start-up Fund; Technical assistance and capacity building; 

Monitor, control, trouble-shooting
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South 
America
Bolivia
Peru

Asia
China
India
Indonesia
Vietnam

Middle East & 
Africa
Egypt
Jordan
Morocco
Tunisia
Burkina Faso
Ghana
Mozambique
South Africa
Tanzania

Central/Eastern
Europe
Albania
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Macedonia
Romania
Serbia-Montenegro

CIS
Russia
Ukraine
Azerbaijan
Kyrgyz Republic
Tajikistan

Countries of Activity

Central 
America
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Start-up Fund as a SECO Instrument

SOFI

SOFI, Chambers of Commerce (SEC, IG-GUS)

plan
start-up

seco, OSEC, SIPPO, Swiss Embassies, KoBüs, Business Hubs 

expand

time

Commercial Financing

seco Regional Funds, Swissfund?

Multilateral Org.: Equity, Lending

Investment Guarantees: IRG, MIGA

seco Start-up Fund

3 years
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SECO Start-up Fund   :           Conditions

Investment within first 3 years of project

Loan up to 50% of project costs, 
up to a maximum of CHF 500‘000

Borrower (preferably) Swiss resident

Interest SEBR + 2% (+ 1% per year)

Repayment within 3 to 5 years
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SOFI & Start-up Fund   :      Agro & Food Projects (i)

VietnamMeat - processing

VietnamRaspberries - production

IndiaRoses - cultivation

ChinaSpices, herbs, tea - processing

Demeter, FTTunesiaDates - processing 

TanzaniaCoffee beans - cultivation, processing

South AfricaDNA synthesis and sequencing 

IPIvory CoastGreen plants - cultivation

Ivory CoastPapayas - cultivation

Fair tradeGhanaMangos - cultivation

Fair tradeBurkina FasoMangos - processing

Bio certificationsCountryProjects
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SOFI & Start-up Fund   :      Agro & Food Projects (ii)

SerbiaChickens - production, meat 
processing

IPRussiaGrapes - production of wine

RussiaPotato chips - production

29 Projects; credits disbured 6.5 million CHF  
(270'000 Fr/project)

RussiaFish - processing 

RussiaPig farm - production

RussiaDairy farm - milk processing

Stuartship C.PeruWood products - manufacturingRomaniaSpices - processing

Fair tradePeruScallops - processing RomaniaMilk - processing

Fair tradeCosta RicaPineapples - productionBioRomaniaCucumbers - manufacturing

Bio, FTBrazilSoybeans - processingHungarySour cherries - production

BioBrazilShrimps - productionGeorgiaMineral water - production

Stuartship C.ArgentinaWood products - processingBulgariaBeech wood - processing, 
manufacturing

Bio 
certificationsCountryProjects

Bio 
certifica

tions
CountryProjects
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More about SOFI…

www.sofi.ch

www.sofipro.ch

Information about events, services, 
financing instruments, investment
opportunities, useful links etc.

Information about SOFI-supported
projects.


