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) Economic indicators about Swiss
agriculture

Swiss agriculture contributes 0.9% to GDP
and employs 193’000 people
l.e. 3.5% of the total working population.
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-+ Number of farms in Switzerland
since 1955
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O Territorial development

Swiss cities and conurbatlons t'l&?ﬂ and 2000)

- including foreign mun|¢|pal|t|es belongmgéﬁi-thg rezpective conurbatlonz

0 Cities and conurbations 1';'90
Cities and conurbations 2000

Densely populated areas of Swﬂaﬂar}'ﬂ
(= 10 inhabitants/ha)
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@  Swiss constitution

According to the Swiss constitution,
agriculture has to contribute to:

e secure provisions for the population

 the conservation of natural resources and
rural landscapes

« a decentralised settlement of the territory
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Does Swiss agriculture
contribute to the viability

of rural areas

l.e.

to a decentralised settlement
of the territory?
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Study In two steps

* First step: Analysis of the viability of rural
communities;

e Second step: Agriculture‘s contribution;

« Viablility: Can settlement be maintained in the
medium term?
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O

First step:

Level of analysis: municipalities with less than 1000
Inhabitants. A municipality is considered threatened in
ISt existence (vulnerable):

e either when its working population has moderately
grown between 1970 and 2000 but shrunk between
1990 and 2000;

e or when its working population has shrunk between
1970 and 2000 and not sufficiently grown in
compensation between 1990 and 2000.
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(of 2900) vulnerable

Iites

231 communi

First step

O

| Mot vulnerable
0 agrarian communities

|| Aftractive residential communities with agriculture

I 2grarian residential commanities

' Residential communities with manufacturing and industry

[0 Rural communities with strong manufacturing and industry

I Feripheral commanities
[ Residential communilies with services ;

I Tourist communities
I Statistical outliers
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Second step: Preliminary consideration

Swiss agriculture contributes 0.9% to GDP
and employs 193’000 people (3.5% of the
total working population).

There Is evidence, however, that its
contribution goes way beyond what these
Indicators suggest. Agriculture together with
up- and direct involved downstream
Industries contributes 7.4% to GDP.
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¥  Second step:

The effect of a disappearance of the agricultural sector is
simulated.

If agriculture had disappeared between 1990 and 2000:

» 116 municipalities with no change: agriculture is too weak
231 < to make a difference;

« 115 municipalities which were threatened before would
now be considerably more threatened,;

 additionally 244 municipalities not threatened before (or
borderline cases) would now be (definitely) threatened. ~

/'

> 399
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O

Second step

|| not vulnerable
:| agriculture does nol change vulnerability
- agriculiure prevents vulnerability

Il aociculture prevents increased vulnerability
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Viability: Can settlement be
maintained in the medium term?

Agriculture contributes to the viability of 359

municipalities 1.e. 12% of all Swiss municipalities.

1.2% of the total Swiss population live there and

they encompass 11% of the utilized agricultural
area.
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@  Viability: Can settlement be
maintained in the medium term?

 The contribution of agriculture to maintain a
decentralised settlement of the territory will
further decrease in the future;

 There are vulnerable regions where
agriculture is too weak to make a difference.
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Swiss agricultural policy since 1993
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@  Agricultural policy 2011 (project)

« Abolition of all remaining market support
measures (apart from a payment for milk
transformed into cheese);

 Shifting of funds to direct payments;
* Phasing-out of all remaining export subsidies;

e Strengthening of measures to support the
creation of value-added in rural areas .
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O Strengthening of measures to support the
creation of value-added In rural areas

» Labelling (new label for mountain products);

e |ncreased incentives for individual and collective
Initiatives at the local level:

o Support for local initiatives which aim at increasing the
efficiency of ecological resource-use;

* Improvement of conditions for biomass production;

* Loosening of building restrictions to foster secondary
activities;

All bottom-up!

Coordination with regional policy is important!
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@ Thank you for your attention
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