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Why Access and Benefit-sharing (ABS)? 
Numbers of vascular plants
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Why Access and Benefit-sharing (ABS)? 

Global Poverty < 1 $/Person/ Day 
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Biodiversity

Wealth
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Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) (1992)
Article 1. Objectives


 

The conservation
 

of biological diversity 


 
The sustainable use of the components of biological diversity 


 

The fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the 
utilization of genetic resources 

BS = third objective of the CBD

Article 15.
 

Access to Genetic Resources 

1.
 

Recognizing the sovereign rights of States over their natural 
resources, the authority to determine access to genetic resources 
rests with the national governments and is subject to national 
legislation. 

4.
 

Access, where granted, shall be on mutually agreed terms […]
5.

 
Access to genetic resources shall be subject to prior informed consent 
[…]

BS

A

=ABS
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What are genetic resources?

Article 2. Use of Terms 

"Genetic resources" means genetic material of actual or potential value.

"Genetic material" means any material of plant, animal, microbial or 
 other origin containing functional units of heredity.

Genetic resources are the basis for the developpement of
 Agricultural plants and livestock

Medicaments 

 Research and collections (Botanical gardens)

 Biocontrol
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History of the elaboration of ABS

1992: Adoption of the Convention on Biodiversity

1998 (COP 4): Establishment of a Panel of Experts on ABS 

2000 (COP 5): Establishment of the Ad-Hoc Open-ended Working 
Group on ABS (WG-ABS)

2002 (COP 6): Adoption of the Bonn Guidelines

2002 (WSSD): Call for a process toward an International Regime (IR) 
on ABS

2004 (COP 7): Mandate to elaborate an International Regime on ABS

2004: International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture
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International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture 
(2004)

Article 1: Objectives 


 

conservation and sustainable use


 
the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising


 

in harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity


 
sustainable agriculture and food security

Why a specific instrument for PGRFA?
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History of the elaboration of ABS

2004: International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture

2008 (COP9): “Road map” to finalize the negotiation of the 
International Regime by 2010, agreement to have a Protocol.

2008 - 2010: 3 WG-ABS meetings, 3 technical and legal expert group 
meetings, several technical studies, 3 additional meetings to negotiate 
the draft ABS-Protocol.

2010 (COP10): Adoption of the ABS-Protocol?
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Overview

Providers of genetic 
resources: 
States have 
sovereign rights over 
natural resources 
under their jurisdiction. 
They are obligated to 
put in place conditions 
that facilitate access 
to these resources
Laws within the 
provider country may 
entitle others, such as 
ILCs, to also negotiate 
terms of access and 
benefit-sharing. 

Users of genetic 
resources: 
Users are responsible 
for sharing the benefits
Researches, 
universities, industries 

National Focal Points:  Provide information about who to contact and what the requirements and processes are in 
provider countries in order to gain access
Competent National Authorities (CNAs): Are responsible for granting access and are representing providers on a local 
or national level. 

PRIOR 
INFORMED 
CONSENT (PIC)

MUTUALLY 
AGREED 
TERMS (MAT)
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Consensus for:
- Objective
- Cross-boarder collaboration
- Relation to existing instrument (IT PGRFA) and future instruments

Issues:
- Utilization of genetic resources, Derivatives
- Non-commercial research (facilitated access, avoid future commercialization 

without BS)
- Compliance (Responsibilities of the State, international cooperation in case of 

misappropriation)

Actual State of the ABS-Protocol
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Treaty/CBD/ABS

Treaty CBD ABS
What? Plant genetic 

resources for 
Food and 
Agriculture

All 
Biodiversity

Genetic 
Resources

Who? 123 Parties 191 Parties -
When? 2004 1992 2010?

Multilateral Bilateral Bilateral
With PIC? Yes Yes Yes
With MAT? Yes + 

standardized
Yes Yes
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Thank you for your attention
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