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BelOrta: The coöperative auction of Europe

- Several mergers : 

01-01-1994    : MTV + CVG = Mechelse Veilingen

December 2012 : Mechelse Veilingen + Coöbra = BelOrta

December 2013 : BelOrta + Veiling Borgloon =  BelOrta

- Cooperative company  ( member NCC )

- Ambassador of ICA Compass

- Only growers can become a member: 

min. 5 shares of 25 euro / max 20 shares 

100% commercialization through the coop

- 1350 active growers  – all family businesses

- Turnover :  400  M.Euro ( estimation 2015)

- 360 members of staff



Quality – Sustainability - CSR



Question

What do farmers see the

biocontrol industry adding to

their business ?



Answer

- Reliable crop protection solutions

- Technical support to farm problems

- R and D adapted to farm level –ready for 

implementation

- Open communication

- Less political scapegoating



Open communication

- IBMA and ABIM : 

are you looking for partnership with main 

stream farmers ?

- IBMA / Copa-Cogeca road map 2014- 2015 : first step

- Lets get live on farm level



Open communication : Road map

We fully support EU level cooperation 

and the IBMA / COPA-CGECA road map

outlining :

- information exchange and targeting solutions

- Co-operation in EU Minor Uses and Specialty Crops

- Low risk active substances and products



Reliable Crop protection solutions

- More field research less desk top ( less 

inventories of inventories) 

- More dissemination of excising knowledge ; 

less repetition 

- Cooperation with field researchers , research 

and demonstration stations, co-funding cross 

production chain, …… 

- efficiency of research should be reflected on 

impact on farm level



Reliable Crop protection solutions –cont.

- quick wins are already implemented e.g. fruit 

production and greenhouse fruity vegetables

- big wins : open air vegetables  ( arable crops )

- easy wins : most of the time not economical viable for 

supplier  e.g. Haplodiplosus marginate / butyrate – 2 - nomyl

-



Case study



Effective Integrated Pest Management (IPM)

How do we see IPM in practice : 

• Enough alternatives for crop rotation and in each group of 
treatments (mechanical, biological, chemical)

• Effectiveness of the different alternatives

• Cost of plant protection solutions (product, labour, 
machinery, financial costs…)
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BelOrta : Research & Development

Baselines :

Not spending more on R & D ,      
but  spending better.

Efficiënty is needed ; P-P-P impact on farm 
level is the driving force.



BelOrta : Research & Development

assessment of varieties on quality features 

prevention pest and diseases / early warning systems

IPM and ICM

new growing techniques

extension service

shelf live and transportability 

taste

energy: supply and demand

automation  - robotica

(product) innovation

Annual budget R&D  > 1,7 M EURO



BelOrta funded ongoing Research projects 

Some examples : 



Early warning systems

- Funding trough OP of PO’s

- Specific crop targeted 

- Specific area targeted : in every major production 

region

- Field inspection , extension and information by 

specialised research centres

- Dissemination of information by BelOrta

* SMS info is available an website

* technical flyers readily available       

- Some examples : 





Conclusions :

Remember initial question : 

“What do farmers see the biocontrol industry adding to their business ?”

Part of the answer could be :

Provide crop protection solutions for the EU farmer

Lets work together in applicable research, development and extension 

service

Cooperation in Brussels based activities ( and beyond : global if needed)

Mutual recognition 

Respect for EU farmers and farming community ( we could be your 

future clients)



Enjoy the fruits & vegs from European 

horticulture !

Thank you very much for your kind attention!
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