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ABIM AG Executive Board Members: Lucius Tamm MD, Jennifer 
Lewis, David Cary, Anne Merz
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Highlights of today‘s programme
• Welcome address State Councillor Christoph Brutschin, Head of 

Departement of Economic, Social and Environmental Affairs, Basel.
• Setting the scene by Jennifer Lewis and Lucius Tamm
• Bernard Blum Award Presentation
• A 30 minute Guided Walk through the exhibition leaving from the 

Sponsors ABIM Info desk at 12:00
• Celebration of 15th ABIM, 25 years of IBMA and 47 years of FiBL at 

the IBMA Pavilion 3/booth 10 at 12:30 including an address by 
Michael Hamell, former Head of Unit DG Environment, EU 
Commission.



Highlights of ABIM 2020 programme

• There are 47 exhibitors with interactive virtual booths.
• There are over 500 delegates participating in our 1st ever virtual 

ABIM exhibition and conference.
• There are 4 workshops on topical issues for biocontrol.
• There is our largest ever programme with talks of interest to all 

sectors of the biocontrol community.
• Wednesday key note by  Dr Sally Uren OBE: CEO of Forum for 

the Future Transformation and the role of biocontrol





Thank you sponsors!



Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL Europe
info.europe@fibl.org, www.fibl.org

ABIM 2020

The importance of the biocontrol industry to solve major 
agricultural challenges

19 October 2020

Lucius Tamm (lucius.tamm@fibl.org) 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Dear ladies and gentlemen, 
Good aftenoon also from my side. As my colleague already announced I will now give a short introduction to the European Input List 

mailto:lucius.tamm@fibl.org
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Policy development in Europe

• The European Union Farm to fork strategy:
• The use of pesticides in agriculture contributes to pollution of soil, water and air. The Commission will take action 

to reduce the use of chemical and more hazardous pesticides by 50%

• Organic farming is an environmentally-friendly practice that needs to be further developed.
The Commission will help the EU’s organic farming sector to grow, with the goal of 25 % of total farmland being used 
for organic farming by 2030.

• Swiss referendums on pesticide bans (‘Trinkwasserinitiative’ & ‘Sans Pesticides de 
synthèse’):

• Organic farming and agroecology farming are seen as important instruments in the transition towards a sustainable
agriculture

• Programs at national or regional level
• e.g. Action Plan: ‚BIO AUS BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERG“ (aim = 30-40% of farmland used for OF)

22. Oktober 2020 11
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The 11 Core Missions of FiBL 2018 – 2025
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1. Plant breeding
for

agroecological
and organic

cropping systems

2. Use of digital 
technology in 

modern organic
farming

3. Organic crop
protection for

the entire
farming sector

4. Optimum 
nitrogen

management for
crops, livestock 

and the
environment

5. Animal 
welfare, 

productivity and 
sustainability –
solving conflicts

6. Climate 
change and 

organic farming

7. Improving the
sustainability of
agriculture and 
the value chain

8. Making the
value chains
transparent

9. Organic
advisory services

of the future

10. Organic
farming’s

contribution to
sustainable

development in 
the global South

11. FiBL campus
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Plant breeding, e.g. Organic Cotton

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
FiBL has been supporting organic farming organizations in breeding, variety testing and seed propagation since 2011.
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Precision Farming (e.g. pesticide-free weed control)

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
With the help of precision farming, crops can also be chopped across and with the precision of two centimeters.
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Pest control through biodiversity

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Wildflower strips attract beneficial organisms and thus reduce crop failures and pesticide use. Additionally, biodiversity and the attractiveness of the landscape are increased.
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Saving orange juice production: Citrus Greening Disease control in Mexico

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Citrus Greening, or Huanglongbing, is a bacterial disease transmitted by citrus psyllids and able to damage entire plantations. Since 2011, FiBL (in partnership with Coop) is providing practical solutions for the organic management of the HLB disease to organic citrus producers.
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Crop protecion: development of biopesticides

22. Oktober 2020 18
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How can Biocontrol solve major agricultural 
challenges in the near future?

• Rapid development of MANY tailored and specific novel solutions

• Rapid introduction into farming practice in sufficient quantity

• Rapid and adopted PPP approval systems

22 October 2020 19
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Interesting recent developments

• Comparative risk assessment that takes into account the extent of usage of specific
active substances. 

• Fast track approval processes

22 October 2020 20
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Instruments to accelerate the approval process of
vaccines
• Rapid scientific advice

• Rolling review

• Accelerated assessment

• Extension of indication and extension of marketing authorisation

22 October 2020 25
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Conclusions/outlook

• To meet the ambitious societal goals in agriculture, all processes involved in biocontrol
development (R&D, approval) must be accelerated

• COVID-19 demonstrates the feasibility of adoption of fast track procedures

• Substantial resources are needed to facilitate acceleration of registration without
compromises to safety

• It is a complex message to convey but COVID-19 may serve as a door opener!

22 October 2020 27
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Contact

• Research Institute of Organic Agriculture
• Ackerstrasse 113 / P.O. Box 219
• 5070 Frick
• Switzerland
• Phone +41 62 8657-272
• Fax +41 62 8657-273
• info.suisse@fibl.org
• www.fibl.org

28

mailto:info.suisse@fibl.org
http://www.fibl.org/
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